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Boys’ Section

20 Years of Excellence: Reflecting on the Past, Embracing the Future

Happy New Year! As we enter 2025, I want to extend my warmest wishes to all our
families for a healthy, joyful, and successful year ahead. January, as the start of the year,
holds a unique significance as the month of beginnings and transitions. This year also
marks Advanced Learning Schools celebrating its 20th Anniversary of leading IB education
in Riyadh.

Just as January invites us to pause and reflect on the year that has passed while preparing
for the year ahead, our 20th Anniversary prompts us to honor our history and dream
boldly for the future. Over the past two decades, ALS has grown from a visionary idea into
a thriving community of learners, leaders, and change-makers. This milestone is an
opportunity to celebrate the incredible journey that brought us here while committing to
the next chapter of excellence and innovation.

Honoring Our History

Since its founding in 2005, ALS has been guided by a clear mission: to nurture
compassionate, resilient, and globally minded students. This mission has been realized
through the collective efforts of our community—visionary leaders, dedicated educators,
and supportive families.

Over the years, thousands of students have walked through our doors, leaving as
graduates prepared to make meaningful contributions to the world. Our alumni represent
the enduring impact of an ALS education, and as part of our 20th Anniversary
celebrations, we will reconnect with them to share their achievements and invite their
voices into our future.

We also recognize the vital role that parents have played in this journey. Their unwavering
support and partnership have been instrumental in creating the vibrant, inclusive
community we have today. This year, the launch of the Parent Association will provide
even more opportunities for collaboration and engagement, ensuring that ALS continues
to be a place where families feel connected and valued. We will communicate more
information on this over the coming months.

Please click here to read the whole article.

A message from the Superintendent

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RThhVppmV2MU1-wrFd-aB4MBtoU82zIP/view?usp=drive_link
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I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S

Dear Parents and Students,

I hope everyone had a nice Winter break and used it to relax and recharge for the 2nd
semester. We have ended the 1st semester with the final exams, and started the 2nd
semester with the semester 1 report cards. Meeting many of you during our Parent-
Teacher Conferences on January 12th was great and motivating. Be sure that all your
feedback is important to us, and that we use it to grow even more.

Also, we hosted the Harvard HMC workshops on our campus for 3 days. It was a great
opportunity for our students to enhance their communication, thinking, and
leadership skills with the supervision of some brilliant Harvard students.

We will have our international trips for grades 9, 10, 11, and 12 leave soon to be
engaged in new learning experiences and to gain new life skills. We wish all the best
for the participating students and hope they will come back, safe, with everlasting
memories.

Thank you for all your support in making sure your children are in school on time
everyday, and that they are not absent unless it is extremely needed. The rate of
leaving early before the end of the school day is still challenging and we need your
help and support to bring it down, for the good of our students.

We wish all of you and our students a happy 2nd semester, and for our students to
benefit from all the school offerings, beside the academics, to enrich their school life
and to build new and sustainable relationships, with their peers and teachers.

Best Regards,
      
Isam Abdul Rahman
6-12 Boys’ Principal

Feb. 2nd: Irish Universities Fair + a guest speaker from The Saudi Federation of
Sports For All
Feb. 8th: Riyadh Marathon
Feb. 9th: Boys' Class Photos: G6-8
Feb. 10th: Boys' Class Photos: G9-12
Feb. 11th: G12 Mock Exams start
Feb. 20th: Last day for G12 Mock Exams + Saudi Founding Day celebrations
Feb. 21st: Departure of G9/10/11/12 International trips 
Feb. 23rd: Saudi Founding Day holiday
March 1st: Ramadan begins
Feb. 21st: Arrival of G9/10/11/12 International trips 
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Grade 8 Trip to AlUla 

Grade 7 Trip to Al Madinah Al Munawarah 
Forty seventh-grade students visited Al Medina Al Munawara for three days last
term. During the trip, they explored our authentic Islamic heritage, learned about the
history of the noble prophetic biography, and visited Al-Masjid Al-Nabawi multiple
times. They also performed the Friday prayer, listened to the sermon, and visited
museums related to the prophetic biography and the history of the honorable
companions. Additionally, they toured the King Fahd Complex for the Printing of the
Holy Quran and visited various date farms. At the conclusion of the trip, the
students prepared a comprehensive report and research paper about the activities
and experiences during the journey.

Advanced Learning Schools organized a three-day trip to Al-Ula, with the

participation of 41 8th grade students and five teachers. During the trip,

students visited several historical and educational sites, such as "Madain

Saleh," "Elephant Mountain," "Al-Ula Museum," and the Old Town, where they

learned about the heritage of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and its cultural

landmarks.

One of the goals of the trip was to foster a sense of adventure and risk-taking,

which are key traits of an IB learner. This had a positive impact on shaping the

students' personalities and developing important life skills such as

responsibility, self-reliance, problem-solving, and teamwork. The trip was a

valuable educational experience that contributed to the students' growth in

various aspects.
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On December 18, (2024), our school proudly celebrated World Arabic
Language Day. This occasion highlighted the beauty of the Arabic language
and its vital role in our heritage and cultural identity, and strengthened the
deep connection to our roots and traditions. 

We hosted a speaker from King Saud University, who gave a lecture in the
school theater, and spoke about the Arabic language, its importance, and
aesthetics, and compared it to other languages, citing some vocabulary from
the English language, and its equivalents in Arabic, and focusing on the
linguistic and lexical richness of our language, then opened a space for
dialogue with the students about the language.

The students also recited various poems and prose words that illustrated the
status of the language in the souls of its children, as the students interacted
with them, showing their love for their Arabic language.

W O R L D  A R A B I C  L A N G U A G E  D A Y

In addition to the above, the classrooms and corridors were decorated with
various paintings about the Arabic language and Arabic Language scholars,
and the most important Arabic books that contributed to building the Islamic
civilization.

The second part of the activities was via the (Toodle) platform, where the
head of the department broadcast a number of visual recordings (videos)
about the Arabic language, through which he emphasized the flexibility in
learning other languages, openness to the cultures of the world and
benefiting from them, while preserving the authenticity of our Arab-Islamic
identity.
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From January 18th to 20th, the halls of Advanced Learning Schools buzzed with
energy and excitement as students from Grades 6 through 12 participated in the
prestigious HMC Young Global Leaders Program. Over the course of three
transformative days, students engaged in an immersive experience that combined
leadership training, critical thinking, and collaboration, leaving a lasting impact on
their personal and academic growth.

The program kicked off with an opening ceremony that set the stage for an
intensive and rewarding journey. Guided by expert mentors, students delved into
workshops on public speaking, persuasion techniques, time management, and
decision-making. Interactive activities such as the Desert Survival Game and the
World Trade Game encouraged teamwork, strategic thinking, and problem-solving
—key skills for effective leadership in today’s interconnected world.

Each day built upon the last, with students tackling challenges that required them
to apply their newfound knowledge and skills. By the final day, the participants
were ready to showcase their growth. During the closing ceremony, students
confidently presented their group projects, impressing their peers, teachers, and
facilitators with their ability to analyze complex issues, propose innovative
solutions, and articulate their ideas with clarity.

HMC Young Global Leaders Program
Inspiring Future Leaders

The program culminated in the awarding of
Harvard Model Congress Certificates, a
proud moment that recognized the
dedication and hard work of each
participant. The certificates symbolize
more than just attendance—they represent
a commitment to leadership, collaboration,
and continuous self-improvement.

The HMC Young Global Leaders Program has
left a profound impact on our students,
equipping them with the tools to lead with
empathy, communicate effectively, and
think critically. It has also reinforced the
values of teamwork and perseverance,
preparing them to take on future challenges
with confidence and determination.
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On 19 January, our school hosted a UK
University Fair. Representatives from 13
prestigious universities such as Kings’
College London , University of York,
University of Birmingham, University of
Sheffield, and others, talked to grade 10
and 11 students about the courses the
universities offer and the entry
requirements for each course,
applications and deadlines. They also
enthusiastically talked about the campus
and student life, in addition to clubs and
activities that each university offers to
enrich students’ experience on campus.

U K  U N I V E R S I T Y  F A I R

In alignment with the IB philosophy of promoting interdisciplinary understanding and
real-world application of knowledge, DP2 students recently held an amazing two-
day Collaborative Science Project. The theme, Renewable Energy was chosen and
connected strongly with the global sustainability challenge. The project encouraged
collaboration across disciplines, with teams comprising students studying different
science subjects such as Physics, Biology, Chemistry and Computer Science. This
diversity of perspectives enriched the learning experience, as students shared
knowledge and insights, developing a holistic understanding of complex real-world
problems.

C O L L A B O R A T I V E  S C I E N C E  P R O J E C T

Students thoroughly enjoyed the
collaborative environment, where
they engaged in meaningful
conversations, shared their
experiences, and learned from
each other’s unique viewpoints.
DP2 students have the opportunity
to share with other students how
working together as a team
deepened their understanding and
sparked innovative ideas they
wouldn’t have achieved individually.
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T H I M U N
After more than 15 weeks of preparation, our students are ready to
participate in the prestigious THIMUN (The Hague International Model
United Nations) conference, which will take place from January 27 to 31. This
journey has been a transformative experience, equipping them with the skills
and confidence needed to shine on a global stage.

Throughout these weeks, students have immersed themselves in
understanding the United Nations’ structure, mastering rules of procedure,
and engaging in rigorous research on their assigned countries and topics.
Workshops on resolution writing, mock debates, and public speaking have
sharpened their critical thinking and negotiation skills. Simulations have
provided a real sense of the dynamic conference environment, ensuring they
are well-prepared for any challenge.

With the conference just days away, our students are eager to showcase
their hard work and represent their school with professionalism and poise.
This experience not only prepares them for THIMUN but also shapes them
into informed, confident, and globally-minded individuals.

P A R E N T  T E A C H E R  C O N F E R E N C E S

Our Parent-Teacher Conferences on Sunday, January 12th, was again a
great opportunity to meet with your children’s teachers and admins, and to
give your valuable feedback to the school admins and listen to the
feedback from your children’s teachers.
We saw many happy faces and satisfied parents, and we will continue to do
our best to gain your trust and faith in the future of Advanced Learning
Schools.

About 60% of our Boys’ section parents have attended this year's PTCs,
and we are looking forward to receiving and meeting more of you during
this semester.

Thank you for all your support and encouragement. 


