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Dear ALS Families,

As we embark on the 2024-2025 academic year, I am thrilled to extend a warm welcome
to each of you through our first newsletter of the year. It is an honor to join Advanced
Learning Schools (ALS) as your new superintendent. With 27 years in international
education spanning Germany, Brazil, and Norway, I am eager to contribute my experience
and passion to this exceptional community in Riyadh.

Although moving from Ireland to the sunny climate of Saudi Arabia might seem
unconventional, my commitment to international education and admiration for this
region’s energy and vision drew me here. My role as an accreditation evaluator over the
past 15 years has given me great insight into the educational excellence and innovation
within the Middle East, reinforcing my desire to work and live in this dynamic country. 

On August 25th, our first day of school, the energy and excitement of our students filled
the hallways, setting a vibrant tone for the year. Seeing students reconnect with old friends
and eagerly meet new ones was inspiring. 

In my first two weeks, I’ve been impressed by the dedication and passion of our staff. ALS
is more than just a school; it’s a community built on strong relationships, collaboration, and
mutual respect. This sense of community is what makes ALS special, and I am committed
to nurturing this environment.

During our first day, a Grade 1 student asked me, “What do you do here?” This innocent
question made me reflect on the role of a superintendent. My job involves ensuring the
smooth operation of our school, supporting our teachers, and providing every opportunity
for our students to thrive. Beyond these duties, my goal is to create a space where every
child feels safe, valued, and inspired to learn, fostering a culture of respect and curiosity.
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Boys’ Section

Our philosophy at ALS emphasizes student well-being
and educational excellence. We value the trust you
place in us by entrusting your children to our care and
strive to ensure they are happy, healthy, and safe.
Education is a partnership between home and school,
with the child at the center of our efforts. Together,
we create a nurturing environment for each student
to flourish academically, socially, and personally.

As I settle into my new role, I am enthusiastic about
the year ahead and look forward to working closely
with you and your children. 

Dr. Liam Browne
Superintendent
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Dear Parents and Students,

Welcome back to the Spotlight newsletter! This is our 1st issue of this
academic year 24-25, and I hope you will enjoy it.

We are back to the school year at full speed! In addition to all the teaching
and learning happening inside and outside the classroom, we organized
two field trips until now, one for grade 9 students to the King Salman
Science Oasis, and one for grade 10 and 11 students to attend the art
exhibition at the Prince Faisal Bin Fahad Arts Hall. We also had a check-in
lunch with our new students, to check on them and how they are coping
with the school life in ALS.

I met with all the students from grade 6 to grade 10 in different assemblies
to listen to their feedback about the first days of school, and to remind
them of some important things related to the daily operation of the school.
I’m planning to meet with grade 11 and 12 students this week too.

Also, we are happy to receive all the parents in our Open House taking
place on Thursday, September 12th, where the parents will meet their
children’s teachers and receive information about the curriculum,
assessment, and activities happening in the school.

We are excited to prepare for the National Day celebrations on Thursday,
September 19th, and hope you will enjoy the holiday on September 22nd
and 23rd.

We can’t believe it is the 3rd week of school already and we are excited
about all the new initiatives we will work on during this academic year.

Please reach out to us if you have any suggestions or ideas that can
improve our school and make the school life more enjoyable for your
children.

Thank you and see you soon!

Isam Abdul Rahman
Boys’ Principal

P R I N C I P A L ’ S  W E L C O M E
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What’s new this year

School Leader welcome
With the beginning of the new academic year, we pray to Almighty Allah for success
and prosperity for all our students. As you embark on a new journey filled with
knowledge, perseverance, and determination, aim to serve your religion and your
nation, becoming the heartbeat of its ambitious future. 

I encourage all students to start their academic year with optimism and enthusiasm.
Let our collective motto be school discipline, diligence, determination, and
adherence to our deep-rooted values and high morals. With continuous efforts and
good planning, this year will be filled with the achievements and successes we all
aspire to. 

I wish you all a successful academic year, full of accomplishments, and may you be a
source of pride for your families and your nation.

We made few changes this year to enhance the
school life and student experience at ALS

1-Longer break times ; the first break is 25 minutes, and the second break is 45
minutes.
2- Staggered breaks; G4 and G5 students have their own two breaks without
overlapping with the breaks of G6-G12 students. In addition,  lunch break time is
different now for each of grades 4-5, grades 6-8, and grades 9-12.
3- All grades from 6 to 10 have been scheduled counseling classes, where all the
awareness campaigns and open conversations are taking place.
4- We introduced the concept of “Exploration Time” within the timetable, where
students choose different activities to do throughout the school year, and they
will explore something different every 6-7 weeks.
5- The canteen services have a new improved menu with a reviewed price list.
6- New shaded areas and a mist system has been installed  in both the front yard
and backyard.
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The Diploma Programme (DP) at our school began with
introductory sessions for DP1 and DP2 students.

D P  I N T R O D U C T I O N  S E S S I O N S

DP1 students gathered
on August 27 and were
given a complete
overview of what to
expect in their first year,
including essential
academic requirements,
grades breakdown, and
time management
recommendations. 

DP2 students attended a
presentation on September 2 to
prepare for their final year,
stressing crucial milestones such
as Internal Assessments (IAs),
assessments and grading and
impending university applications.
Students were given tips to
organize and manage their time.
Both sessions provided students
with useful advice for navigating
the academic year with
confidence.

DP 2DP 1

Important dates

September 12th: early dismissal for all students at 12pm
September 12th: Open House from 1pm to 3:30pm
September 11th to 17th: three universities presenting for G11 and G12 
September 16th: G5 and G6 Little Consumer Awareness
September 19th: National Day celebrations in school
September 22nd and 23rd: National Day holiday
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Adopting these attributes will not only help you learn better, but it will also
prepare you for a future where you can change, care, and lead. For example,
being an inquirer makes you naturally want to learn more than what's on the
paper, and being principled makes you remember to always be honest and
fair. This is similar to how being a risk-taker makes you more likely to leave
your comfort zone, try new things, and learn from your mistakes.

I want each of you to think about how you can show these qualities every day,
in and out of school. By doing this, you're building a base of skills that will help
you deal with the difficulties and chances that lie ahead. We need to make a
promise to become well-rounded citizens who do well in school and make the
world a better place.

The IB Learner Profile can help us build a group that lives by it.

As an IB student, you are on a unique learning
journey that goes beyond just doing well in
school. The IB Learner Profile is very important
to this process. It lists traits like being inquirer,
knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators,
principled, open-minded, caring, risk-takers,
balanced, and reflective. These qualities are
more than just words on paper; they are ideals
that will help you become a lifelong learner and
a citizen of the world.

Taking on the IB Learner Profile 
A Way to Succeed
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Space and Astronomy
Robotics and Artificial Intelligence
Energy and Environment.
Physics and Mechanics
Biology and Health advancements.
A Live Show
An Educational Film
SABIC Interactive Area

Last Tuesday, September 3, the Grade
9 students visited the King Salman
Science Oasis as part of our ongoing
effort to enhance their learning
experience outside the classroom. The
objective of this field trip was to
expose students to real-world
applications of scientific principles and
to inspire their interest in science and
technology through interactive exhibits,
educational games, and live
performances.

S C I E N C E  F I E L D  T R I P  T O  K I N G  S A L M A N
S C I E N C E  O A S I S

The field trip to King Salman Science Oasis was
a highly engaging and educational experience
for students. Upon arrival, the staff gave a warm
welcome, and students were divided into small
groups, each guided through various exhibits.

              They explored key areas such as:

The students were actively involved,
asked insightful questions, and
enjoyed the hands-on learning
approach. 
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T E A M W O R K  A N D  A T L  S K I L L S  
T R A N S F O R M  T H E  L E A R N I N G  E X P E R I E N C E  I N  M Y P
S C I E N C E  C L A S S R O O M S

Group work in the Middle Years Programme
(MYP) Science curriculum is more than just a
classroom activity—it’s a dynamic approach
that cultivates a deeper understanding of
scientific concepts while building essential
life skills. By working together, students
explore science beyond textbooks, fostering
creativity, communication, and critical
thinking.

In MYP Science, students learn by doing. Group work encourages hands-on
experiences that bring scientific theories to life. Whether it’s conducting
experiments, analyzing data, or debating scientific theories, students benefit
from the collective knowledge and diverse perspectives that teamwork offers.
The collaborative setting also helps students strengthen their understanding
by teaching concepts to peers, asking questions, and critically evaluating
results together.

Group work also enhances students’' Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills, which
are fundamental in shaping confident, independent learners. These skills are
essential tools that prepare students for real-world challenges:

Collaboration: During  teamwork students share ideas, divide tasks, and
support each other’s learning. They learn how to balance leadership and
cooperation, solve conflicts, and collectively reach goals. This  teaches
them how to work effectively in diverse teams—a skill highly valued in the
global workforce.

1.

2.Communication: Group activities
promote effective communication as
students explain scientific ideas, share
data, and present findings.
3.Critical Thinking: Working together
encourages analytical thinking, questioning
hypotheses, and evaluating solutions.
4.Self-Management: Group work requires
organization, time management, and
responsibility for completing tasks within
deadlines.
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School gates open at 7:10
First period starts at 7:30. Consequences for tardiness will be
implemented for students who arrive after 7:30.
Mobile phones are banned on ALS campus. 
Payments in the canteen are accepted only cash or by card. Any
electronic payments by a mobile phone or a smart watch are not
accepted.

B A C K  T O  S C H O O L  R E M I N D E R S

Attendance 
Attendance is a key factor in a
student's overall educational
experience. It supports academic
success, personal development,
and future readiness. Students who
attend school regularly are more
likely to develop a positive attitude
toward learning. They are more
engaged, motivated, and likely to
see the value of education in their
lives.
Students are expected to come to
school everyday, and avoid booking
any holidays or doctor’s
appointments during school days.

Please refer to our Parents-Student Handbookor more information

Based on feedback from students and
teachers, we worked with the cafeteria
service provider to ensure that the
menu offers a variety of options that
cater to different tastes.

Students’ dress code/Uniform
The school uniform is a vital aspect of
our community, promoting a sense of
belonging and equality among
students. It helps maintain a
disciplined atmosphere conducive to
learning. Moreover, the uniform
reflects the pride we take in being part
of the ALS community and upholds the
values we seek to instill in our
students. All students from grades 6-
12 are required to come to school
adhering to the ALS dress code below:

Uniform shirt
Uniform pants
Closed sports shoes

School
Calendar

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XFv17yikQEZIKasjdUErj5R0pO1riaGF/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19orr2u-PyfECyJfEti143TgOQsPhUXBb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19orr2u-PyfECyJfEti143TgOQsPhUXBb/view?usp=sharing

